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INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF

V.

IEFFERSON COI]NTY, AI-ABAMA

SARAHEDWARDS,

PETITIONER,

GIRLSCOUTS OFNORTH-
CENTRAL AI-ABAMA, INC., AN

Alabama non-profi t corPoration,

RESPONDENT.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CASENO.:

PETITION FOR PRE.SUIT DISCOVERY PURSUANT TO RULE 27

OF THE ALABAMA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

coMES NOST the Petitioner, Satah Edwatds, and moves this Honorable court for an

Order allowing the Petitionet to obtain pre-suit discovery from the Responden! Girl Scouts of

Norh-Central-Alab amz,Inc. pufsuant to Rule 27(a)(1) of the Alabama Rules of Civil Ptocedwe.,

and as cause therefore, Petitioner would show unto the Cout the foilowing:

1. The Petitioner is over the age of nineteen (19) yeats and is a resident ofJeffetson County,

Alabama. Further, Petitioner is a Member of the Genetal Membership as defined in Article III of

the Bylaws of Gful Scouts of Notth-Centtal A-labama Inc.

2, The Responden! Girl scouts of Nortl-central A]p;bam,', Inc., is an .ltlahrtrn nonprofit

Cotporation. Thi Respondent is the result of a merget of the Gitl Scouts of Cahaba Counci},

Tombigbee Girl Scouf Council, Girl Scouts of Noth Alabama and Cottaquilla Girl Scout Council

on Noiembet 7,2007. The Respondent serves a 36 County area in Noth centtal Alabama' As of

the beginning of 2072 the Respondent owned six (6) Camps (Andetel Coleman, Tombigbee, Ttico,

Cottaquilla and KPC), 6ve (5) Sewice Centers, and a Headquartets'

3. Based upon information and documents from the Respondent's Board 
..of 

Ditectols and

Staff, the Respoirdents have approved and ate implementing a Thtee Phase Plan ("the Plan") undet

rvhich at leasi fout (4) and poientially six (6) Camps will be sold, one Service Center wiil be closed,

and the Headquatt"t. t"ilai"g wifl be sold. Should the plan go fotwatd to completion' a substantial

amouflt of the Respondentrs pioperty will be sold.
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4. Pdor to implementing the Plan, upon information and beliet the Respondent did not

comply witl code of ,llabama, $ 10A-3-120, which requires that the "sale, lease, exchange,

-o"tgrg., pledge or other disposition of all, or substantially all the propetty_ and assets of a

"""piJA, 
corpo'ration" be decided by a two/thirds vote_ of the voting membetship. Further, the

Byl#s of the Respondent do not vest authority to sell the real propety of the Respondent h tle
Board of Ditectors or the Officets ot Staff of the Respondent'

5. T:hat thete are potential glaims, includiflg bteaches of fiduciaty duties by tle Boatd of

Directors ald/or Officirs of tle Respondent for which ttre Byiaws of the Respondent and the

Alabama Code provide remedies, and breach of the laws of the State of Alabarna, more particularly,

Code of Alabama, $ 10A-3-6.01, tegarding the sale of all ot substantially all of the assets of a non-

profit cotpotation.

6. 'Ilntthe petitioner's ability to plotect her tights may be substantialiy damaged if she is not

allowed to obtain the information riq.rest"d in the attached interrogatories and requests for

production. Furthet, tle Petitioner has attempted in the past to obtain the information sought in

ihe attached interogatodes and iequests fot ploduction of documents. In response to Petitioners

flulnelous 
""qo"rt , 

"fr. 
Respondent's have piovided extremely and urueasonably limited access to

some but ,roi 
"lt 

of the infornation and/ot mateials sought in the attached interrogatoties and

requests fot ptoduction of documents.

7. Petitioner believes that a cause of action ot causes of action may exist against the

R..pood"rrt. and potentizlly others persons or entitics based upon tleir actions or omissions and

potintial damages sustain.d by th. ietitioner, ot othet potential ha''n to the organization and its

membetship.

g. The allourance of pre-suit discovety aginst the Respondent would benefit all patties by

ulio.irg the production oi relevant and matelizl infomration, tecofds' and documents, and may

disclose" the iientity of other proper parties to this lawsuit, and would futthet serve to Pievent a

ftivolous lawsuit in the event no such claim ot claims exist'

g.Fortheforegoingreasons,PetitionermovesthisCourtfotanoldetallowingthePetitionet
to propound tle atta"chei intenogatories and requests for ptoduction to the Respondent,

10. The Petitioner tequests that this Petition, the attached ordet, and the attached Discovery be

sewed upon the Defendalt by process sefiel.

2115 Overlook Place

Trussville, AL 35173

fLti';tjj".u. r. o'irr scouts of North-central Alabama, rnc.

Sarah Edwatds



n
Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the 4l < f dzy of OC6€.7.-,2012.

Respectfully Submitted,

OF COUNSEL:
BRADFORD LADNER, LLP.
Montclair Building
3928 Montclair Road, Suite 208

Mountain Btook, N- 35213
205-802-8823
205-802-8825 Fax
wkb@bradfordiadnet. com

THE DEFENDANT MAY BE SERYED AS FOLLOWS:

Gitl Scouts of North-Central Alabama, Inc.
C/O Patticia K. Coghlan
105 Heatherbrooke Patk Dt,
Bl;rrlningham, N,35242

THE PETITIONER WILL SERVE THE PETITION
PRIVATE PROCESS SERVER
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INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, AI-ABAMA

SARAH ED$rARDS, 
)
I

PETITIONER, )
)v.)
) CASENO.:

GrRL SCOUTS OF NORTH- )
CENTRALAI-ABAMA" INC., an )
Alabama non-profit corporation, )

t

RESPONDENT. )

PETITIONER'S INTERROGATORIES RESPONDENT
PURSUANT TO RULE 27

COMES NOW the Petitioner, Sarah Edwards, and seles the following Inteffogatodes

upon the Respondent pursuant to Alabama Rules of Civil Ptocedwe, Rules 27 and 33, and tequests

that the Respondent answet under oatl the following intetogatories:

I. DEFINITIONS

a) The term Board, sha1l refer to the Board of Directots of the Glrl Scouts of Notth-Central
Alabama, Inc.

b) The term Counci| shall refer to the Girl Scouts of North-Cental Alabama Inc., unless

otherwise designated in these requests.

c) The tern Executive Committee, shail refer to the Executive Comrnittee of the Board of
Directors of the Girl Scouts of Notth-Central Alabama Inc.

d) The term Metger, shall refer to the November 1, 2007 nerget of the GirI Scouts of Cahaba

Council, Tombigbee Girl Scout Council Girl Scouts of North Alabama, and Cottaquilla Girl
Scout Council.

e) The term Tluee Phase Property p1an, shall refet to the Council's Ptoperty Resting/Divesting
Plan, as set out in the May 2072 "Ptoperty Updates" circulat, or as othetwise set out in
Board or Council documents.
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I The term Identify, used in connection to a person ot entity shall mean to state thet narrle,

last known address, and last known telephone number
g) The term Identi$', used in reference to a document or other tangible item ot thing sha11

mean to list its title or: name, its present custodian, the custodian's name and address, and the
topic or general content of the document or item.

II. INTERROGATORIES

1. Please identify each and evety percon or entity who participated in any "site visits" ot "site
suiveys" as noted in the August22,2072 Responses to Ptoperty Plan Questions circular.

2. As to each Boatd Member of the Council please identify by name whether they were
piesent ol absent at the time of the final vote on the Three Phase Property PIan, and for
those pteserit, please indicate whether theit vote was yea, nea or abstained.

3. Please identi$' each and every consultant, expert, or othet person or entity that assisted the
Council in petforming evaluations, gathering data, making inspections ot appraisals in ordet
to foffiulate the Thlee Phase Propetty Plan.

4. Please identift each and every person on the "ptoperty assessment committee" made

reference to in the August 22,2012 Responses to Ptoperty Plan Questions circular.

5. Please identift the "partnerships" made reference to on page 5 of the 1,rtgst 22, 2012
Responses to Property Plan Questions circulat.

6. Please identify the petsons or entities who have "made inquires" as to Camps Andetel,
Coleman and Ttico as noted on page 7 of the August 22, 2012 Responses to Ptopety Plan

Questions circular.

7. Please idendfy any plopefty that has been considered or rnquhed about by the Council in
reference to moving the Council headquatters ot in reference to acquiring land for a new
camp as made tefetence to ofl page 10 of the August 22, 2012 Responses to Property Plan

Questions circular.

8. Was the decision to adopt the Three Phase Propety Plan put to a vote of the Council
Delegates? If nog why was the ptoposal not voted on by the Delegates?
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K. Btadford @R4079)
Attotney fot the Petitionet

OF COUNSEL:
BRADFORD LADNER" LLP.
Montclair Building
3928 Montclair Road, Suite 208

Mountain Btook, AL 35213

205-802-8823
205-802-8825Fax
wkb@btadfotdladner. com

PLEASE SERYE AIONG WITH THE SUMMONS
FOLLOWING:

Gitl Scouts of Notth-Central Alabama, Inc,
C/O Patdcia K Coghlan
105 Heatherbtooke Park Dt.
Bitrningham, N,35242
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INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, AI,ABAMA

SARAHEDWARDS,

PETITIONER,

v.

GIRL SCOUTS OF NORTH.
CENTRAI ALABAMA, INC., AN

Alab ama non-profit co{porationt

RESPONDENT.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CASENO.:

PETITIONER'S REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS TO
RESPONDENT PURSUANT TO RULE 27

COMES NO\( the Petitioner, Satah Edwatds, and sewes the following Requests for
Production of Documents upon the Respondent pursuant to Alabama Rules of Civil Procedue,

Rules 27 and 34, and requests that the Respondent produce and permit the Petitioner, or someone

acting on the Petitioner's behalf, to inspect and/or copy the designated documents or electronically

stored infotmation (including wdtings, &awings, gtaphs, chatts, photogfaphs, sound recotdings,

images, and other data or data compilations stored in any medium ftom which information can be

obtained by the Respondent through detection devices into reasonably usable form) that constitute
or contain matters within the scope of the Alabama Rules of Civil Ptocedure, that ate in the

possession, custody, or control of tbe Respondent.

I. DEFINITIONS

b)

The term Board, shall tefet to the Boatd of Directots of the Girl Scouts of North-Cental
Alabama, Inc.

The term Council, shall tefer to the Girl Scouts of Noth-Cental Alabama Inc., unless

otherwise designated in these requests.

The tertn Executive Committee, shal1 refet to the Execudve Committee of the Board of
Diectors of the Girl Scouts of Notth-Central Alabama Inc.

The tetm Merger, shall refer to the Novemb et 1, 2007 metget of the Girl Scouts of Cahaba

Counci! Tombigbee Girl Scout Council, Girl Scouts of Noth Alabama, and Cottaqui.lla Giri
Scout Council.
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e) The term Three Phase Property p1an, shall refet to the Council's ProPerty Resting/Divesttng
Plan, as set out in the May 2072 "Ptoperty Updates'r circulat, or as othetwise set out in
Board or Councif documents.

II. REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS

Please ptoduce fot teuiew aad copying the following:

1. A tnre and cofiect copy of the Boatd meeting agendas from the time of Metger until the
present.

2. A tue and correct copy of the Board meeting minutes ftom the time of the Merger until tlre
present, including any and al1 tepo1ts, memorffrda, financial statements, committee tepotts,
studies, attachments, exhibits, or other collateral materials, documents or inforrnation
referenced in the minutes ot attached to the minutes.

3. A copy o{ any tecotding of any Board meetings ftom tle time of the Metget and the

present, whedret the recording be a document, tape recotding, audio file, videotape or on
othet media.

4. A true and conect copy of any financial statements produced by the Council ftom the time
the Merger and the plesent.

5. A rue and correct copy of any and all documents, of whatevet kind or t1pe, and rcgatdless

of theit "tide" or destnation, that leflect the financial condition, income, expenses, assets ot
liabilities of the Council ftom the time of the Merger to the present.

6. A true and cotect copy of each Annual Repot of the Council ftom the time of Metget to
the ptesent.

7. A true and correct copy of any financial audits conducted in relation to the Council ftom the
time Merger and present.

8. A tme and correct copy of any form 990 for tle Council ftom the time of Merget and the
preseflt.

9. A true and corect copy of the Executive Committee meeting agendas from the time of
Merger and present

10. A true and corect copy of the Executive Comrnittee meeting minutes ftom the time of the
Merger and ptesent, lncluding any and all teports, memotanda, financial statehents,
committee reports, studies, attachments, exhibits, or other collateral materials, documents or
information referenced in the ninutes or attached to the minutes.
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11. A copy of any document urhich evidences the paplent ot nonPayment of membership dues

to tlre Girl Scouts of Amedca (GSUSA) by any Board membet in the yeats 2010,201'1 2072'

inciuding the date of payment.

12. A ttue and cotect copy of any and all coffespondence, emails, memotandum, electtoruc

memorandum, or interoffice memotanda between or among Boatd members, Council staff,

ot the membership of the Council tegatding the tbree phase property plan.

13. A true and cotect copy of any and all cortespondence, emails, memotandum, leports, 01

other communication between any consultant and the Council which refetences the t}ree
phase property P1an.

14. A true and coffect copy of any and all contracts, agreements, or othet documents evidencing

an atrangetnent, agreement or conftact between the Council and any outside consultang

whethet paid ot unpaid, who participated in conducting any studies, assessments, appraisals,

reviews, inspections, or the production of any lepolts ot conclusions in connection with the

Tbree Phase Ptoperty Plan.

15. A true and cortect copy of my and rD, contracts, conftacts for sale, ot lettets of intent,

conceming the sale and purchase of any teal ptoperty owned by the Council as of May 2072

to the plesent.

16. A true and cortect copy of any documents, contracts, agleemeflts or other matedal
evidencing the Merger.

17. A true and correct copy of any reports, annual tepofts, ot othet filings made by the Council

with the Girl Scouts of Amedca (GSUSA) ftom the time of the Merger to the ptesent

18. A true and cortect copy of any cottespondence, emails, memotandum, or other leports to,

ftom ot between the Council and the Girl Scouts of Amedca tegatding the Three Phase

Propety PIan.

19. A true and correct copy of any documents, tepofts, ot memonnda, ftom any of the
following committees designated "assessment cornmittees" in tle May 2072 Ptopetty
Updates circular, including but not lfunited to the following comrnittees: ptogtam data

committee, plopetty data comrnittee, matket reseatch committee, membetship/matket data

colnmlttee.

20. A true and correct copy of any and all documents, reports, cornmentaty' memotandum, ot
otfret documents to or ftom the GSUSA Ptopelty consultant teferenced in the May 2012

Property Updates circular, including any teport 01 findings of the consultant.

21. A true and corect copy of the 155 camper sufl/eys and patent surveys which ate teferenced

as compieted in the Mzy 2072 Ptoperty Updates citcular.
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22. A trlue and corect copy of the results of the 792 completed sutveys, cotnpleted as pat of
market research, direct email, and phone cal1s as refetenced in the May 2012 Ptopetty
Updates circular.

23. Arry and all records regarding the attendance, agenda, meeting, cornments, comrnentary,
discussions, or recordings concetning the five town hall meetings tefetenced in the May
2012 Propety Updates circular.

24. A true and coffect copy of the Council charter.

25. A true and correct appraisa"l or assessment for any real property owned by the Council ftom
t.lre date of the Merget until the present.

26. A ttoe and corect copy of any documents or matedals related to or concerning tfre "site
visits, surveys, and the valuation of other camprng facilities available to the Council and its
mehbers as referenced in the August 22, 2012 Responses to Property Plan Questions.

27 . A true and corect copy of any flotice to the general membetship or voting delegates of the
Council conceming a meeting at which the general membership ot voting delegates of the
Corurcil were, or are to vote on the Three Phase Ptopetty Plan or to divest the Council of
"n-.-.1 h-^npl.f"

28. True and conect copy of any and all infotmation, data compilations, documents, surweys,

statistics, or othet tzw data used to evaluate the cdteria noted in the August 22, 201,2

Response to Ptoperty Plan Questions, including but rrot limited to the followrng criteria
listed in the circular: amount of operating loss, number of gid membets served, amount of
truth senrice r.rnit usage, amount of capital repairs needed to contilue use, oppottwrities to
develop into camp to serve more girls, capacity on holding resident dudng feasibility study,
and amount of equipment needed to be teplaced.

29. A ttue and cotect copy of any and al1 documents, cortespondence, email, ot othet
memoranda connected with or concetnrng the utilization of UAB staff, faculty or students in
conducting srrveys lelated to the Thtee Phase PtopertF Plan.

30. A true and correct copy of any materials used in conducting the UAB propelty assessment

surveys including copies of the survey questions ald answers.

31. A tnre and correct copy of any statistics, data compilations, tecotds, or othet documents
which evidence or show the attendance at each Cormcil camp for surlrftIer camps, Program
events and other programs or activities, in as much detail as possible for any Council catnp

from the time of the Metger and the presenl

32.'fuwe and corect copy of each Board of Directors conflict of intetest statemeflt for any

Board membet ftom the time of the merget to the present.

33. A ttue and correct copy of any land survey, apptaisal, 01 tide search for any property owned
by the Council ftom the time of the Merger until the present.
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34. A tr-ue and cotect copy of any documents tegatding or teferencing testricdons ftom the
Tennessee Valley Authodty in relation to Camps Anderel and Tdco.

35. A true and correct copy of any documents, memoranda, tecofds, deeds, Boatd minutes,

Execudve Committee minutes. meedng minutes. votes, notices. ot othet material concerning
ot connected with the sale of Camp Hillctest.

36. A true and cotect copy of any correspondence ot document evidencrng a tequest by any
member to review the documents of the Council made witlin the past 24 months, including
a copy of zrry and aJI responses ftom the Council tegatding teviewing Council documents.

Re spectfully Submrtted,

OF COUNCIL:
BRADFORD LADNBR, LLP.
Montclait Building
3928 Montclut Road, Suite 208

Mountain Btook, N, 3 521,3

205-802-8823
205-802-8825 Fax
wkb@btadfotdladnet.com

PLEASE SERYE THE FOREGOING UPON THE DEFENDANT AIONG WITH THE
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT AS FOLLOWS:

Girl Scouts of North-Centtal Alabama, Inc.
C/O Patricia K. Coghlan
105 Heathetbtooke Patk Dr.
Birmingham, AL 35242
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